PSYCO 423:  Children and the Web

Activity 4: Ads on Child Web Sites

Friday, March 21, 2003

We all find ads annoying.  What is annoying about ads?  Is it the amount of real estate the ad occupies, the type of ad (banner, pop-up, etc.), the function of the ad (to sell a child a cell phone, promote a singles Web service, etc.)?  This activity helps you explore advertising on child Web sites.

1. Select 5 informational and 5 entertainment sites for your age group (6-9, 10-12, or 13-16) and print out the home page for each.

2. How many ads are there on each home page?  What percentage of the home page is taken up by each ad? 

3. What types of ads are they (banner, button, pop-up, etc)?  What are the functions of the different ads (sell something, promote a site, etc.)?

4. Decide on an overall evaluation for each ad based on annoyance and appropriateness for your age group and the Web site.   On what did you base your overall evaluation?

5. Use the Evaluate Resources template to create a worksheet with the following columns:

Web site
# Ads
% Ad Space
Type of Ad
Function of Ad
Overall Evaluation

