Bilingualism 


	- higher degrees of bilingualism are associated with higher levels of cognitive flexibility, metalinguistic awareness, concept formation and creativity


	- causality hard to establish





Language Immersion - placing the learner in an environment in which only the second language is used, e.g., French in English speaking areas, English in French or Spanish speaking areas





	Structured immersion - providing all instruction in the immersion language





	Pull-out immersion - in smaller schools, pulling students out of regular classes for special instruction in the second language





	Sheltered immersion - at the high school level, students who speak some English are taught subjects in English at a simplified level of vocabulary and grammar





	- immersion programs can be extremely effective


	- not all students become "balanced bilinguals"


	- most become functionally proficient in the second language


	- the first language usually does not suffer





Other Bilingual Programs


	Early exit programs - early placement of children with limited English in special English classes





	Late exit programs - developing English proficiency over time while maintaining a high level of proficiency in the native language





	Consequences of the three different approaches are often indistinguishable.


		- student ability


		- teacher effectiveness


Effects of Bilingualism





	Subtractive bilingualism - when learning a second language has a negative influence on the first


		- often true for minority-group children


		- dominant, majority language is reinforced


		- may not develop literacy in minority language


		- may lose minority language


		- beneficial to emphasize minority language before 	teaching majority language?  


	Additive bilingualism - when learning a second language has a positive effect on the first, as well as on general psychological functioning


		- more common when learning a minority language


		- positive impact on achievement and first language 	proficiency





		- more likely if:	a. parents are involved


					b. program is chose








	Transitional bilingualism - when a native language is completely replaced by the dominant language within a few generations


